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IRS Scams: How to Spot and Avoid Them

Scammers posing as the IRS have stolen billions of dollars from thousands of victims, often
using fear and intimidation to get their way. Knowing their tricks is the first step to
protecting yourself — and helping elderly loved ones stay safe, too.

Here's what to watch for and how to stay one step ahead.
3 Common Tax Schemes You May Encounter
Unclaimed Tax Refunds: In this scheme, scammers will send letters telling victims they have
unclaimed refunds. These letters ask for personal information that can be leveraged for
identity theft.
Unpaid Taxes: Scammers will pose as IRS agents and accuse victims of owing back taxes.
These schemes can make use of threats of arrest, legal action and deportation to scare

victims into paying.

Tax Credit and Refund Misinformation: Scammers may leverage social media and other
advertising outlets to lure people into filing claims for tax credits they aren't eligible for,



such as the fuel tax credit or family leave credit, in an attempt to obtain personal or
financial information.

Is it really the IRS? Here's how to tell.

Don't panic. Take a moment to assess the situation: The IRS won't ask for immediate
payment or personal details over the phone, text or email, especially without prior written
notice.

Look for red flags. Threats, pressure and demands for personal information are common
warning signs that you are dealing with a scammer. Be on the lookout for misspellings or
suspicious website links.

Verify any correspondence you get from the IRS. You can go to the IRS website to verify a
letter or notice. You can also ask a qualified tax professional for help when you hear from

the IRS (or a potential scammer).

Are you ready for the tax season this year? Reach out if you have any questions.

Helping clients get back to the basics of building and maintaining wealth in a tax
efficient way.

rot 1l FINANCIATL

A Registered Investment Advisor

Lance Johnson | ROI Financial Advisors, LLC
CEO and Investment Advisor Representative
p. 503.941.5925 e. Lance.j.johnson@roi-fa.com
a. 14675 SW Millikan Way | Beaverton, Oregon 97003

Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn



mailto:Lance.j.johnson@roi-fa.com
https://www.facebook.com/ROIFinancialAdvisorsLLC
https://www.instagram.com/roifinancial/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lance-j-johnson-crpc%C2%AE-32043484

DISCLAIMER

Content provided by subscription to Outbound Engine, an entity unrelated to ROI Financial Advisors, LLC. ROI Financial Advisors, LLC (dba ROI Financial) is an
SEC registered investment advisor. This publication is in no way a solicitation or offer to sell securities or investment advisory services. Statistical information,
quotes, charts, references to articles or any other quoted statement or statements regarding markets or other financial information is obtained from sources
which we believe reliable, but we do not warrant or guarantee the timeliness or accuracy of this information. This material does not constitute a complete
description of our investment services and is for informational purposes only. ROI Financial does not provide tax or legal advice however an affiliate firm ROI
Tax LLC, (ROI Tax) which is a separate entity may provide tax preparation and CPA services. Please see our form ADV Part 2A at
https://adviserinfo.sec.gov/firm/summary/160100, or visit our website at www.roi-fa.com for a complete description of our services. Please be advised to

consult your investment adviser, attorney, or tax professional before making any investment decisions.



